The importance of a partial CO2 environment for enhancing primary growth of the gonococcal strains was first reported by Wherry and Oliver (10) . Chapin (3) introduced the candle jar extinction method as a means of providing this atmosphere, and in 1947 Spink and Keefer (8) confirmed that this method supplied adequate CO2 for primary isolation of gonococci. However, the candle jar is breakable, cumbersome, and difficult to transport and requires a large incubator space. In 1971, Martin and Lester (6) Three county health departments participated in this study by providing clinical specimens. Duplicate swabs were taken from each patient so that one swab could be used to inoculate each type of medium at these collection sites.
The inoculated bottles were returned to the laboratory either by courier on the day of collection or through the mail after 16 to 18 h of incubation at 36 + 0.5°C at the collection site. Upon arrival at the laboratory, all bottles were incubated at 36 + 0.5°C in a non-CO2 environment and observed for growth after 24 and 48 h of incubation. Organisms were identified by oxidase reaction, Gram charged Transgrow medium for primary isolation of N. gonorrhoeae. This was the first evaluation of a bicarbonate medium in which primary cultures were used. These results are in essential agreement with those of Jones and Talley (4) for a bicarbonate medium in a sealed jar. It appears that incorporation of ammonium bicarbonate into Transgrow medium for primary isolation of gonococci provides a means for increasing the efficiency of the manufacturing process while maintaining the effectiveness of the medium.
